
Memories of Japan 

Our company was founded in 1859 in the old capital Kyoto, a city steeped in history and tradition.  

We have been operating a wood materials business since our founding. 

From the establishment of the Heian Court in 794, Kyoto is a city that has accumulated an extensive 

history and cultivated attendant traditions for more than a thousand years. 

As the Kyoto region had been home to Buddhist temples and Shinto Shrines since ancient times, the 

United States spared Kyoto the incendiary bombings of WWII suffered by other Japanese cities; old 

homes and traditional Kyomachiya work-cum-residential buildings thus remain standing in Kyoto to 

this day. 

However, the inexorable passage of time brings new generations to the fore.  Many old homes are 

being disassembled but we ensure that the old wooden materials used to form the structures are 

delicately extracted, so as to breathe new value into them.  This embodies the philosophy of our 

company. 

The objective of this philosophy is to inherit and nurture the “Spirit of Wa (Japan)” comprised of 

tradition and culture developed through daily living amid the passage of time in Kyoto, a city that 

represents Japan since the days of old.  

Many old temples and shrines are preserved here in Kyoto, a city that is regarded as a popular 

center of international tourism, like Paris. 

This popularity is founded on the city’s essence of cherishing the old whilst undertaking new 

challenges; put another way, the city protects the old and good even as it seeks and values constant 

innovation. 

This essence, or soul, is clearly manifest in the city’s structures and wooden materials that form the 

structures.  

The culture of cha that is evinced in the delicate build and wooden materials of the chashitsu, or tea 

room, is a symbol of Japanese culture and Japan herself. 

Our company resurrects the value of Japan embodied in such reclaimed wooden materials, and 

seeks to promote the utilization of the new value of the materials thus derived.  We will disseminate 

such value through our exports to the rest of the world. 

We endeavor to share with the world the real value of Japan which transcends the mere parochial 

confines of antiques. 

A “spirit” resides in the homes of merchants which have flourished from the days of old – a spirit 

which is birthed through the passage of time, accumulating history and value.  This spirit cannot be 

easily created anew. 

Our philosophy holds dear the history and traditions of Kyoto and Japan and seeks to infuse the 

thoughts and feelings that spring from this philosophy into old materials - materials which remain 

alive today so that we may segue ourselves into the future. 
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There are many merchant homes in Kyoto that have 

prospered from long ago.   

There are also numerous companies in Kyoto that 

have a history of hundreds of years.   

Whilst generational successions and the aging of 

buildings necessitate the dismantling of such homes, 

the old materials used in the structures are extracted 

and reused. 

Pre-WWII Kyoto townhomes and private residences 

made liberal use of fantastic wooden building 

materials, which are an ideal expression of Japanese culture. 

 

 

Kyoto - a city rich with history and culture – a city of a 

thousand years of prolonged prosperity and history.  

We grasp such qualities as “memories of tradition” and 

“memories of history,” using wooden building 

materials as an axis of time that at once inherits the 

past and connects it with the present; we believe it is 

our duty to express such memories to future 

generations. 

We will tell the world about the beauty of Kyoto 

culture, which represents Japanese culture itself. 

 

 

We stock a large quantity of old Japanese furniture.  

Our wardrobes and cupboards have an elegance and 

vintage feel, derived from tradition, formality and the 

indispensability of such furniture in the daily lives of 

the Japanese from the days of old. 

The natural wood of the furniture is immaculate and 

exudes deepening distinctiveness with time and use. 

In particular, small household objects infused with the 

spirit of wa of the washitsu (wa=Japanese, shitsu = 

room) and blessed with form and function can be said 

to be furniture that expresses the “heart of Japan.” 



We have a plethora of building materials acquired from 

old private residences and Kyoto townhomes.  Each 

item is handmade and unique.  The art form of Kyoto 

craftsmanship is manifest in such materials. 

Glass doors, sliding Japanese paper shoji doors and 

warehouse doors can be reused or recreated as table 

tops or decorative objects.  Ideas can make their use 

limitless.  

 

 

Japanese building methods and structures have traditionally centered on a wooden core and are the 

same as those of temples. Large, thick beams and pillars form the basis of private houses. In 

particular, the shikuchi, or joints for connecting logs display the beautiful characteristics of Japanese 

carpentry. The color, pattern and character of each beam or pillar are deep and one of a kind. We 

can use our discretion to a certain degree to select a set of pillars and beams and export them to 

various countries. In addition, we can polish the materials using an exclusive tool to give the 

materials an elevated sheen and character. 

Old materials extracted from private Kyoto 

homes rich with history and tradition can be 

saw-processed and made into various 

components. For example, a plank can be slice-

cut. Saw-processing can be utilized to suit 

various uses of the materials. The roughness of 

old materials can be exploited through design. 

As the materials are dried, they are ideal for use 

in furniture.  Some of the materials may be 

cracked and worn, however. Yet, the 

imperfections are a mark of tradition and 

authenticity. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Japanese Craftmanship （MAISON & OBJET PARIS 22-26 January 2016） 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Restaurant counter made from old wooden 
plank materials using a joint processing method.  

 

A table made from assembling old wooden 

materials used in temple structures. 
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